Lnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 9, 2009

The Honorable J. Randolph Babbitt
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC, 20591

Dear Administrator Babbitt,

Aviation safety is the top priority for the Aviation Subcommittee, and we know this view is
shared by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). We look forward to your upcoming
testimony at our hearing on FAA’s safety initiatives.

One of the topics we plan to address at the hearing is pilot fatigue. The subcommittee recently
held a hearing to examine this issue, which has been on the National Transportation Safety
Board’s (NTSB) Most Wanted List for 19 years. The current FAA guidelines on flight time and
duty limitations were set back in the 1940s. It is critical that the FAA revise these rules as
quickly as possible.

Although we appreciate the commitment you made in August to update these regulations, it was
troubling to learn from the FAA at the hearing last week that the time frame for completing this
process has already been delayed. We expect the FAA to consider this issue a priority and to
keep on a timeline that will update the regulations without more delay.

We look forward to discussing this and other important safety concerns at the hearing.

Sincerely,
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